
Beckoning God, you call us.
Wandering Jesus, you invite us to come.
Moving Spirit, you go with us.
Holy One, we follow you, even into the unknown,
so that we may be a blessing.

Call to Worship adapted by Steve Garnaas-Holmes

THE CHURCH GATHERS

TO HEAR THE WORD AND REFLECT

AND SCATTERS TO BE IN THE WORLD

Scripture Reading                       Genesis 12:1-9. Isaiah 2:1-5
                           This is the Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
Sermon                                           God’s Migrant People                                       Isaac Shin

Offertory                          Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus               Mark A. Miller

Hymn                                                          Doxology                                               UMH #94

Benediction  

Prayers of the People         

TO RESPOND IN FAITH

Prayer of Thanksgiving

PRAYER CONCERNS

HAVE PRAYER CONCERNS?

SHARING IN WORSHIP TODAY

Postlude                                        Gavott from Diversions                                        Fine

TODAY'S FLOWERS ARE GIVEN

Hymn                              I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light                    UMH #206

Children's Time                     Where Children Belong                             TFWS #2233

Prayer of Confession        
People of God, may we join our voices and hearts together as one as we
confess our need for our incarnate God. 
Merciful God, as we enter Advent, we confess we are not always ready for the
coming of your Son. We get distracted by life’s busyness and forget to
prepare our hearts. We let fear and doubt cloud our hope in you. Forgive us
for turning away from your light. Renew our spirits, guide us back to your
way, and help us to watch and wait for our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
                                                                                                        silence for prayer

Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered.
Happy are those to whom the Lord imputes no iniquity
and in whose spirit there is no deceit.
Friends in Christ, know this: the mercy of God is from everlasting to
everlasting, and I remind you of this surpassing grace – in Jesus Christ,
we are forgiven.
Alleluia! Amen.

Words of Assurance                                                                                            

Hymn                          Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service           UMH #581

Pre-Service Music   I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light          arr. Ian Good

GIVEN BY LINDSEY DONALDSON

The Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom
come; your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For yours is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

WITH GRATITUDE TO THE STAFF AND
LAY LEADERS OF PUMC

Hymn                            Lord You Give the Great Commission                  UMH #584

Lighting of the Advent Candle                                                                                  

Acolytes - Anna Griffiths, Nigel Sun
Liturgists - Abu Ibrahim,

Brooke Foster
Advent Readers - Pat Ostberg,

Andrew Aryeetey, Ian Griffits, Bella Parsons
Reader - Iona Harding

Musicians - Intergenerational Choir,
Julia Hanna

Ushers -Pam Ewer, Tim Ewer,
Ian Griffiths. Dave Potts

Advent Candle Response         Light One Candle                                   see insert

Prayers for those who are without homes. Prayers for those
struggling with their physical and mental health.

Prayers especially for the Amoah family at the death of Everlove Adjei.
Prayers for our country and the divisiveness

caused by political discourse.
May we find ways to communicate and work together.

Prayers for those around the world, but especially in Gaza and Sudan,
experiencing war, hardship, food insecurity, and famine. May we share

what we have in plenty for those who do
not have nearly enough.

Prayers for those being targeted for where their families are from.
Prayers for people in all places in war. 

Music Ministry                             People, Look East                            arr. Tom Shelton
Congregation joins the last verse, see insert

For our Prayer Chain, call Yvonne Macdonald at 609-577-8369
or email her at yvonnee.mac@verizon.net. Email Tyler Mathiasen at

tyler@princetonumc.org when you or a family member is in
the hospital or in need of a pastoral call.
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FIRST WEEK OF ADVENT

Birth of Jesus Christ | by Kim Ki-chang

Our Advent Devotional is published electorinically! To find it, scan our
QR code found here. For those who prefer a physical copy, there is a
link to download and print at home, or email office@princetonumc.org.

ADVENT DEVOTIONAL

Princeton UMC is collecting diapers in the Sanford Davis room from 12/14/25
through 1/11/26 for our annual diaper drive for Maker’s Place. The Youth will be
hosting a Diaper Bundling Party on 1/11/26 at 12:30pm in the Youth Room.

COLLECTING DIAPERS FOR MAKER’S PLACE

On December 7 our 5 p.m. service will be based on the traditional Moravian
Lovefeast. This year's Lovefeast meal will consist of a sweet bread, and decaf
creamy coffee, with boxed chocolate milk for kids. If you can help, or bring a
basket or a tray – or want to try your hand at baking sugarcake, call or text
Barbara Fox at 609-468-2195. 

ADVENT LOVEFEAST NEXT SUNDAY

Tonight join us for coffee, fellowship, and music! Singers and Instrumentalists
from PUMC will be offering music celebrating the Advent Season. Grab a cup of
coffee in the Sanford Davis room and come to the Sanctuary and enjoy the
music!

ADVENT COFFEE HOUSE AT 5PM

Our December Special Communion Offering will go to Interfaith Refugee
Resettlement, Housing Initiatives of Princeton, and the Pastor’s Discretionary
Fund.

DECEMBER SPECIAL COMMUNION OFFERING



ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING LITURGY
In a world full of fear and uncertainty, where do you see hope?

When we look to the next generation and when we gather together.

When we dream of a better world, hope takes root deep in our bones. Even in a
fearful and uncertain world, hope is all around us.

And we trust that Christ comes as our hope, guiding us through pressure, pain,
and problems into promise. As we light this candle, we declare that hope still
shines. 

*lighting of the first purple candle

Come, Lord Jesus, our Hope.

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING SUNG RESPONSE

Light one candle for Hope
Hope you bring to our hearts

We patiently wait for the light of the world
Light one candle for Hope

“Light One Candle”

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING SUNG RESPONSE

Angels announce with shouts of mirth
Him who brings new life to earth

Set every peak and valley humming
With the word,  the Lord is coming
People. Look east and sing today;

Love, the Lord, is on the way.

“People, Look East,” last verse

ADVENT WEEK ONE



   We seek to center stories of journey, courage, and
seeking home. If you are an immigrant or part of a
migrant family and are willing to share a small piece of
your story (even anonymously), we’d be honored to
receive your story! It’s possible that we may include it in
an upcoming worship service, in our weekly email
Happenings, or an upcoming newsletter. You can:

Share anonymously or with your name
Share something brief (as short as 1–2 sentences
or a short paragraph) or, if you have a lot to share,
share something longer.
Share in writing, video, or audio recording

Email to abby@princetonumc.org
Put a written piece in the offering plate during
worship or mail to the church

A few ideas about what you might share:
What has helped you feel at home?
What was the hardest part of the experience?
Where did you experience God on the journey?
What do you want others to know about your
experience of immigration?

Gathering Immigrant Stories

Seeking Home
     Advent is a season of yearning—for hope, for healing, for a
home in which we can belong and flourish. In our “Seeking Home,”
Advent worship series,  we journey with the migrants of Scripture
and the immigrants of today, discovering in their stories the
heartbeat of our faith. From Abraham’s call to leave, to Ruth’s
search for welcome, to Mary’s revolutionary song, and to Jesus,
God-with-us, fleeing political violence—these are sacred stories
of displacement and divine presence.
     Through them, we listen more deeply—to God, to each other,
and to those still on the move. Immigration and incarnation meet
in a God who crosses every border to dwell with us.

Congregational Reading for Advent:
    As part of our Advent worship series, Seeking Home, we invite
you to spend a few minutes this season reading the United
Methodist Church's statement:

 

Use the QR code or go to bit.ly/3XjCrW5 to find the article.
This short and accessible article outlines our denomination's core
beliefs and commitments related to immigration, including:

The God-given dignity and rights of immigrants, refugees,
and asylum seekers
A call to oppose unjust immigration policies and border
enforcement tactics
A vision of welcome, compassion, and systemic justice

Reflection Questions:
What surprised or challenged me in this statement?
Where have I experienced the tension between faith and
fear around immigration?
What small or large act of welcome is God inviting me to
this season?

More “Seeking Home” Immigration Resources
We’ve compiled numerous resources around immigration for you
to explore and engage.  You can find them on the Advent-
Christmas page on our website or follow the QR code below.
You’ll find:

Organizations that focus on Immigrants and Immigration
Actions steps for justice, hospitality, and resistance
United Methodist resources
Explore, learn, read, watch, listen, including books for all ages
Scripture passages

“What the UMC Believes About
Immigrants and Migrants" 

by Laura Buchanan

mailto:abby@princetonumc.org
https://bit.ly/3XjCrW5

