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Stations of the Cross

The Stations of the Cross began as a remembrance that pilgrims had when they were retracing
Jesus’s final steps in Jerusalem up to the hill where He was crucified. Wanting to share that
practice and experience with people who couldnt make the trip to Jerusalem, they created local
stations of meditation that became in itself a tradition. You can find this tradition on the inside of
many churches still today.

This journey to the cross is not only a meditation of Jesus accomplishing what he came to do -
the redemption of humanity through his own willful sacrifice - but it's also a contemplation of
Jesus silently participating in some of the worst aspects of being human. We see him being
tempted to give up. Being betrayed by a friend. Being convicted in an unjust political system.
Physical pain. Mockery. Public humiliation. Broken family relationships. And one of our greatest
fears.. having to die. These are all aspects of human life that he was not insulated from. In fact on
the cross he quotes King David saying "My God My God, Why have you forsaken me?”.. as if to say
"Why is it like this?” he was one who was not separate from our own suffering.

Many of us feel the weight of anxiety and fear as we journey through the current world. We are
told many narratives of how it is and what is to come. During this season of Lent, we as a
community look to the life and teachings of Jesus. We think that one who was in the midst of such
political and empirical turmoil, who spoke the words of “Be not afraid’. . .

and “Come to me all you are weary and carrying a heavy load, for | will give you rest’... is someone
who can illuminate our desperate viewpoint.

These stations are a cross-section of elements, ideas, and objects from Jesus’ journey to the
cross. As you work through these stations, may you see that we are not troubled guests in this
world.. that we are not forsaken.. and that the good news of this season was expressed best by
Jesus when He said.. ‘| have told you these things so that in me you may have peace. In this
world you will have trouble. But take heart! | have overcome the world.”

Gathering

Call to Worship
Leader: We gather in the shadow of the cross.
People: We gather in a world still marked by fear.
Leader: Fear of loss. Fear of violence.
People: Fear of what we cannot control.
Leader: And yet. ..
People: Love remains.

Welcome and Introduction to the Service

Opening prayer (unison)
God of love, you do not stand far off from our suffering. In Jesus, you entered it
fully: the fear, the violence, the grief, the unknown. Be with us now as we walk this
road to the cross again. Give us courage to see, to feel, to stay. Amen.

Hymn Ah, Holy Jesus UMH #289



Movement I: The Breaking

Jesus is Tempted
Luke 22:39-46

“My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point
of death. Stay here and keep watch with me.”
~Matthew 26:38

Jesus partook in the difficulty of saying yes to
what was happening.
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Jesus is Condemned
Luke 23:1-7, 9-11q, 13-180, 20-24

“But this is your hour - when darkness reigns.”
~Luke 22:53

Jesus partook in the consequences of injustice.

Reflection
Silence

Music “A Lenten Love Song” Helen Kemp
Alyssa Lester, soprano



Movement II: The Crushing

Jesus is Mocked
Matthew 27:27-31

“But if | spoke the truth, why did you strike me?”
~John 18:23

Jesus partook in being dehumanized.

Jesus is Given His Cross
John 19:16-17

“Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so
the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone
who believes in him may have eternal life.” ~John
3:14-15

Jesus partook in being given something that he
did not want.

Jesus Falls
John 12:24-260q, 27

“Unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and
dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it

produces many seeds.” ~John 12:24

Jesus partook in falling down.

Reflection
Silence

Music “He Never Said a Mumblin’ Word”  Afro-American Spiritual
LaVerna Albury, soprano



Movement lil: The Bearing

Simon Carries Jesus’ Cross
Luke 23:26-27

“If anyone would come after me, he must deny
himself and take up his cross and follow me.”

~Matthew 16:24

Jesus partook in having someone carry his
burden.

Jesus is Stripped
Luke 23:50-56

“When she poured this perfume on my body, she
did it to prepare me for burial.” ~Matthew 26:12

Jesus partook in being remembered.

Jesus is Nailed to the Cross
Luke 23:33-34q0, Matthew 27:45-46

“My God My God, why have you forsaken me?”
~Matthew 27:46

Jesus partook in pain.

Reflection
Silence

Music “What Wondrous Love Is This” USA Folk Hymn
Stephen Offer, tenor



Movement|V: The End

Jesus Dies
Luke 23:44-46

“Greater love has no one than this: to lay down
one’s life for one’s friends.” ~John 15:13

Jesus partook in disappearing.

Jesus is Buried
John 19:23-24qa

“For if men do these things when the tree is green,
what will happen when it is dry?” ~Luke 23:31

Jesus partook in not being able to hide.

Reflection
Silence

Departin Silence
As the worship leaders exit after the silence for reflection,

the congregation may also rise to exit in silence.
Do not rush. You may stay here in silence until you are ready to depart.



Sharing in Worship Today

Liturgists - Israel Gwatana, Rev. Jenny Smith Walz, Isaac Shin
Readers - Melanie Doren, Israel Gwatana
Musicians - soloists, Julia Hanna
Ushers -lona Harding, Lindsey Donaldson, Phil Doren
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609-542-2192 2o 609-554-1128

ANNOUNCEMENTS

EASTER SERVICES

PUMC will have two Easter services: an Easter Sunrise service at 6:30 am, held on
the front lawn, and Easter worship service held at the usual time, 10 am in the
Sanctuary. Childcare will be available for the later service. Our Easter Egg Hunt
will follow the later service at 11:30 am.

PUMC SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION
The Princeton United Methodist Church Education Scholarship is offered to
members of PUMC and their children to help defray the cost of tuition. Deadline
for submission of application and supporting materials is May 8th. For questions,
email scholarships@princetonumc.org.

NEWCOMER’'S GROUP

If you are a visitor and interested in learning more about PUMC or joining the
church, we invite you to come to our Newcomer’'s program! On Aprail 12,19, May
5, and 17, we will hold our Newcomer’'s Group on Sundays after service from
11:30-12:30 in person or on zoom. We hope to see you there!

FOLLOW US ON CHURCH CALENDAR
SOCIAI. MEDIA www.princetonumc.org/calendar
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